
Meet the Author  Daryl Cobb lives in New Jersey with his wife and two 
children.  Daryl’s writing began in college as a Theatre Arts ma-
jor at Virginia Commonwealth University.  He found a freshman 
writing class inspiring and, 
combined with his love for 
music and the guitar, he dis-
covered a passion for song-
writing.  This talent would 
motivate him for years to 
come and the rhythm he cre-
ated with his music also found 
its way into the bedtime stories 
he later created for his children.  
The story “Boy on the Hill,” 
about a boy who turns the 
clouds into animals, was his first 
bedtime story/song and was in-
spired by his son and an infatu-
ation with the shapes of clouds. 
Through the years his son 
and daughter have inspired so 
much of his work, including “Daniel Dinosaur” and 
“Daddy Did I Ever Say? I Love You, Love You, Every Day.” 

       Daryl spends a lot of his time these days visiting schools pro-
moting literacy with his interactive educational assemblies “Teach-
ing Through Creative Arts.”  These 
performance programs teach children 
about the writing and creative process 
and allow Daryl to do what he feels is 
most important -- inspire children to 
read and write.  He also performs at 
benefits and libraries with his “Music 
& Storytime” shows.  

       He is a member of the SCBWI.

 Manuela Pentangelo lives in Busnago, Italy, near Milan, with 
her flowers, family and friends.  She was born in Holland, but has lived 
all of her life in Italy.  A student of 
architectural design, Manuela 
discovered that her dreams and 
goals lay elsewhere.  She likes 
to say that she was born with a 
pencil in her hand, but it took 
a while before she realized that 
her path was to illustrate for 
children.  Manuela often vis-
its London, where she likes to 
sketch at the British Museum, 
and likes traveling to differ-
ent places to find inspiration.

She is a member of the SCBWI.
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I dedicate this book to children everywhere 

because we all just want to fit in.  

                                            

                                     Daryl K. Cobb

                 To my parents.  

                                 Manuela Pentangelo



When Peter woke up from his nap
he found the most intriguing map.

A note attached from Pirate Paul 
said, “A most urgent pirate call.”

“A most urgent 

          

Captain Paul
pirate call.”

Captain Paul



“Join the adventure!” the caption read.  
“A long and dangerous trip,” it said. 

“Your magic boots will bring you here, 
and don’t forget your pirate gear. 
We will encounter many foe 
so grab your boots, now go, go, go!”

“Join the adventure!”
A

 long and

dangerous trip!

“Your magic boots will braing y ou here,

and don’t forget your pirate gear.

W
e will encounter many foe so

grab your boots, now go, go, go!”



Pete’s pirate gear was at his side,
the captain’s map at hand,
he slipped the boots onto his feet 
and woke to Paul’s command:

“All hands on deck!” 
is what he said.
Pete knew the voice 
that filled his head.



“Hoist the anchor!” yelled Captain Paul.
“Our destination is Hoganthall.

“In Peter’s hands, 
he holds the clues, 
a map that only pirates use.” 

A mysterious little pirate land 
with buried treasure in the sand.” 



“A Snarlyfeet 
 stands ten feet tall!” 

“They frown a lot 
  and never sleep!” 

“But Hoganthall,” said Pirate Pete, 
“is home to dragons and Snarlyfeet.” 

“Breath so bad it 
 could blind us all!” 



“They are really mean 
and make men weep!”

“Their purple eyes 
turn cloth to dust!” 

“From head to toe 
they smell like must!” 

“Avast!  Now stop” said Pirate Paul, 
“I will do my best to protect you all. 
Some danger we will surely find, 
and ferocious foes of every kind. 
A little scared you all will be 
as we venture out to sea.”



To pass the time the crew told tales 
of treasure hunts and riding whales.

For seven days they sailed along 
with gusting winds and pirate song. 
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 Greta’s 
Magical MistakeGreta Grohm, a student at Wilhelm’s Magic Academy, 

quickly discovers how good intentions can go wrong. 
When Greta finds a stray cat on the way home from 
magic school she immediately thinks he would make 
a great new friend for her two pet birds, Dew and Ray. 
She takes the cat home, a wild chase ensues and a 
magic spell goes bad to set this tale in motion. This 
story teaches children the importance of listening to 
directions and has a positive message about friendship 
and family.

A Magical tale for children!

Find Daryl’s books at www.darylcobb.com
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“Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates, mysterious messages and a 
magic ring . . .. The characters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the story 
is sprinkled with humor . . .. Much of the dialogue is delightfully silly.  
. . . [A] spirited swashbuckling tale of mystery and magic.”  
                                                                        -- Kirkus Reviews

Pirates: The Ring of Hope                                                        

“A pleasing children’s narrative with a relevant message. 
... Cobb’s text ... has a simple charm likely to please young readers [and]. . 
. Jaeger’s illustrations give the night a soft, beautiful glow, complementing 
Cobb’s text . . .. Her personifications of Mr. Moon and Mr. Sun are utterly 
delightful.”                                                                                               

Mr. Moon

“A cute, curly-haired, kindergarten-aged girl opens the story by asking her 
father if she’s ever told him how much she loves him . . .  the sentiment is 
sweet and Van Wagoner’s illustrations are eye catching. . .. The verse Cobb 
has penned is appealing and . . . [t]he idea behind the story of the little girl and 
her doting father is charming[.] ”  -- Kirkus Reviews

Daddy Did I Ever Say? I Love You, Love You, Every Day

“A sweet story told in simple rhymes that young children will likely enjoy.  
Cobb and Castangno’s cute, colorful picture book illustrates the bond be-
tween a brother and sister.”  -- Kirkus Reviews

Daniel Dinosaur

 “A sweet book celebrating brother-sister bonds.”   
                                          -- Kirkus Reviews

Bill the Bat Baby Sits Bella

“A fast- moving, fun rhyming picture book . . ..”   
                                  -- Kirkus Reviews

Bill the Bat Loves Halloween
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     A mysterious bottle with a deadly message is at the center of 
this pirate story that finds the crew of the Rising Sea unknowingly 
in grave danger.  The evil Captain Darfous Warner has his sights 
set on The Ring of Hope and he will stop at nothing until he gets 
what he wants.
       Twelve year old Peter Nichols steps out of the modern world and 
right into the middle of this pirate mystery that has him struggling 
with right and wrong, good and evil and the meaning of friend-
ship and family.  After a week filled with strange dreams, missing 
friends and menacing pirates, Peter’s struggle to do the right thing 
comes to a head as he puts not only himself but his best friend in 
danger of becoming casualties of Captain Warner’s deadly plot.     
    “The Ring of Hope” is a suspense mystery that weaves the leg-
end about a mystical gold ring into a story about the good guys 
versus the bad guys.  It is amusing, touching and filled with twists 
and turns to keep you guessing from beginning to end.  This pirate 
mystery will capture the minds of kids and adults alike. 

  “Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates, 
mysterious messages and a magic ring. . . . The char-
acters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the 
story is sprinkled with humor. . . . Much of the dia-
logue − especially between Peter and Monk and An-
tonio and Marcus − is delightfully silly.  . . . [A] 
spirited swashbuckling tale of mystery and magic.”  
    Kirkus Reviews -- The World’s Toughest Book Critics

Suggested reading for advanced young readers or ages 10 & up
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-- Kirkus Reviews
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ship and family.  After a week filled with strange dreams, missing 
friends and menacing pirates, Peter’s struggle to do the right thing 
comes to a head as he puts not only himself but his best friend in 
danger of becoming casualties of Captain Warner’s deadly plot.     
    “The Ring of Hope” is a suspense mystery that weaves the leg-
end about a mystical gold ring into a story about the good guys 
versus the bad guys.  It is amusing, touching and filled with twists 
and turns to keep you guessing from beginning to end.  This pirate 
mystery will capture the minds of kids and adults alike. 

  “Cobb’s 14th book comes complete with pirates, 
mysterious messages and a magic ring. . . . The char-
acters are rich and beautifully rendered, and the 
story is sprinkled with humor. . . . Much of the dia-
logue − especially between Peter and Monk and An-
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Baseball, Bullies & Angels

Baseball, Bullies & Angels
“Cobb’s long stretches of naturally engaging dialogue ... help deliver characters 
and twists that positively outstrip stories merely about athletic glory. … Always 
sincere, occasionally shocking, this tale is required reading for kids and parents. 

-- Kirkus Reviews




